
 
 
 

Basic Field Skills 
 

Saturday, January 25, 2020 
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Black Bayou Lake NWR Education Center 
 
9 a.m. Writing & Sketching as Basic Field Skills, Amy Ouchley 
 We will begin with 30 to 45 minutes of instruction in the education center. Then we will 
immediately go out into the refuge to apply what we have learned. After approximately 30 minutes, we 
will reconvene in the education center for brief questions and comments on our experience applying 
Amy’s instruction. 
 
10:45 a.m. Using Photography and iNaturalist, Bette Kauffman 
  We will have about 45 minutes of instruction in how to use a camera effectively in the field and 
how to use iNaturalist, not only to share your observations, but to extend your own knowledge and help 
others in the online naturalist community. 
 
12 noon: Lunch Break 
 During the lunch break, you are urged to take your camera (phone or other) out into the refuge 
and apply what you learned. 
 
1 p.m. Critique 
 We will reconvene in the education center. Those who wish will email a few photos to the 
instructor, who will project them and lead some discussion. This will also be a time to ask questions and 
get additional feedback about how to use writing, sketching and photography to extend your natural 
history knowledge. 
 
1:30 p.m. Interpretation, Nova Clarke 
 We will spend our remaining time on turning your observations and knowledge into an 
interpretive project. We all must do this for our own certification as Master Naturalists, but we also need 
to be thinking about how to share our knowledge in a variety of contexts, in keeping with our mission as 
an organization. 
 
2:55 p.m.: Wrap-up with announcements. 
 
Special note: The actual schedule of the day might need to be adjusted in response to the weather. 
As usual, be sure to bring your own lunch/snacks/water and dress to go outside. Include bathroom 
breaks in your going and coming as needed. 


